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We don’t have to look very far to 
see why Moshannon Valley School 
District continues to be a great place to 
work and learn.  

Today is day 157, it’s hard to believe 
that the school year is almost over.  I 
want to thank everyone for their 
patience, collaboration, and support 
during a year that saw 11 long-term 
substitute positions, the departure of a 
maintenance director, and two 
administrators, and yet saw staff with an 
overwhelmingly positive outlook every 
day!   

As the end of the school year 
approaches, our theme for the year, 
“Making a Difference,” continues to 
drive our interactions with staff, parents, 
families, guardians, and students.  It has 
been a pleasure to work with all of you.  
The effort put forth by our staff has been 
exceptional.  You have taken more than 
900 of our community’s young people 
and supported, educated, and cared for 
them; moving them forward in life.   

The final assessments including AP 
exams and the Keystone Exams will wrap 
up in the next 10 days, and I have been 
impressed by the focus on learning that 

exists in the District with little more than 
20 days remaining.   

In the same way, I could not be 
more proud of the students’ academic 
accomplishments.  They have worked 
hard in their classes to challenge 
themselves.  Student pride in being a 
Black Knight or Lady Damsel continues to 
grow; our school, our academics, our 
athletic programs, and our extra-
curricular activities continue to provide 
students opportunities to go out into the 
community and demonstrate that pride.   

In the coming weeks, we will have 
two staff members retire.  Mrs. Jean 
Nevling, who has spent 30 years teaching 
math and has seen more than 3100 
students pass through her doors, will 
retire in June.   

Mrs. Cathy Conrad has more than 20 
years working in the cafeteria and 
making sure our high school and 
elementary students had the best 
possible meals, will be retiring in May.   

To those two retiring staff members, 
and everyone else, I simply say - Thank 
you! 
 

 
 

 
Thank You! 
While the end of the school year is always 
an exciting time, it is often with some 
regrets as we have staff members who 
move into retirement. 
 
This year, Mrs. Jean Nevling [top] and Mrs. 
Cathy Conrad [bottom] step away to 
embrace new challenges, and hopefully a 
more restful daily routine.  The entire 
MoValley family wishes you all the best! 
 
 
 
 
 

What a Great Year! 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 

Lunches served 

across  

Mrs. Conrad’s  

career roughly 

2,136,000 
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

The District’s Certified School Nurse, Mrs. Canner, has been busy working 
on new state-mandated immunization requirements that take effect for next 
school year.  Additional immunizations are now required for incoming seniors, 
the one-time eight month grace period for students who are not in compliance, 
but permitted them to attend school, has now changed.  Under the new law, 
students have 5 days to satisfy the immunization requirement or they will not be 
permitted to attend school. 

Even though school is ending, the nursing staff is spending time preparing 
for next year already.  The District has scheduled PIAA physicals for the2017-
2018 school year and athletic seasons for August 14th starting at 9:00. 

School dentals will be offered in October, and our school physicals will be 
offered in January next year.  February is dental health month, and we will be 
working to send home toothbrushes and toothpaste for all students grades k-3.  
She notes, “It has been a rewarding year tending to the students, families, and 
staff members!” 

Teacher Appreciation…  
Our teachers deliver so much to our 

students from inspiration to motivation to 
parenting.  MoValley celebrates our teachers 
and extends our thanks for the countless 
lives they change every day.  We know your 
work and impact extends far beyond the 
boundaries of Moshannon Valley 
classrooms. 
 
Lobbying in Harrisburg on behalf of 
MVSD… 

Last week, Mrs. Harchak and Dr. Zesiger 
attended the PSBA advocacy day [photo 
right] and met with Senator Wayne 
Langerholc, Representative Tommy Sankey, 
Senator Gene Yaw’s office, Senator Tom 
McGarrigle’s office, and Representative 
Adam Harris to discuss budget concerns, 
transportation funding, and charter school 
reform bills that all impact Moshannon 
Valley.   

It is a huge positive for our legislators to 
see us in Harrisburg lobbying for Moshannon 
Valley students, staff, constituents, and our 
values. 

 

 May 5: Elementary PTO Talent Show 6:30 pm 
 May 1-12: AP Testing 
 May 13: PROM 
 May 19: Final Newsletter for 2016-2017 
 May 29: Memorial Day – No School 
 May 30: CCCTC Graduation Ceremony 

 
 

  

PMEA Choir Fest… 
Mr. Gambino recently took a group of fifth 

grade students to the PMEA District 4 Chorus 
Fest at Curwensville High School.  Chelsianne 
Bickle, Pheonix Douty, Landyn Evans, Sawyer 
Gallaher, Juile Kohute, Carley Mosley, Karleigh 
Sage, and Olivia Williams attended the event. 

Along with other distinguished music 
students from area school districts, these 
students received a day of learning from 
esteemed clinicians, culminating in an evening 
performance that was very impressive.  The 
students had been working since this past Fall on 
this endeavor and their hard work was reflected 
in their performance – Congratulations! 
Math & Archeology… 

Mrs. Hook recently completed a unit on 
coordinate pairs using an archaeological dig 
activity.  She collaborated with a professor in 
Florida, while creating the lesson.  She has truly 
engaged the students in a real life math lesson, 
and differentiated for student success.   

 
Students in Mrs. Hook’s 4th grade class 
sit in the grid pattern they created for 
their archeological dig.  Connecting 
math to the real world to benefit 
student learning 

Jump Rope for Heart… 
In the coming weeks, the 

elementary will be conducting a 
service-learning program called Jump 
Rope for Heart.  The activity helps 
educate students on how to keep their 
own heart healthy, while raising 
donations to fund lifesaving research 
and education. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 June 2 – Jump Rope Event 

 May 22 – Donations Due. 


